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UNION BAPTIST CHURCH OF SWISSVALE 
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www.unionbaptistpgh.org 



Prayer and Meditationv 
  
Call to Worship (Psalm 150) ........................................................... Deacon Eric Williams , Sr. 
 
Processional (“To God Be The  Glory”) ................................................ Rev. Juel Smith, Soloist 
 
Invocation ................................................................................................ Min. Linda Williams 
  
Praise and Worship ............................................................................The UBC Worship Team 
 
Introduction of Mistress of Ceremonies .................................................. Deacon Kali Moore 
  
Mistress of Ceremonies ......................................................................... Sis. Cathie Wilkerson 
  
Visitor Welcome .......................................................................................... Sis. Veryl Lawson 
 
Response by Seasoned Saint ..................................................................... Sis. Charlotte Doss 
 
Announcements ............................................................................................. Bro. Tyrone Day 
  
Recognition of Oldest Male and Oldest Female Members ................. Rev. Jacquelyn  Lewis 
 
 
 
Worship Through Tithes/Offerings ............................................................ The Congregation 
  
Ministry of Music ............................................................. Sis. Joyce Turner and Sis. Erica Day 
  
Reading of the Church History ................................................... Sis. Henrietta O’Neil Wright 
 

 Rev. Henry Sowell, Emeritus  Sis. Olabrice Wilkerson 

97th Church Anniversary Order of Service 

Sunday, April 30, 2017 

10:00 A.M. 
“I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord.” - Psalm 122:1 

T he S.H.O.U.T.  Women’s Min-

istry meets on the second and 

fourth Tuesdays of the month from 

6:30 - 8:00 P.M. We are studying 

"40 Days of Decrease" by Alicia 

Britt Chole which guides readers 

through a study of Jesus’ uncom-

mon and uncomfortable call to abandon the 

world’s illusions, embrace His kingdom’s reality, 

and journey cross-ward and beyond. 

 

T he UBC Nursery Ministry is 
seeking volunteers.  We 

need men, women, parents, 
and students (at least 16 years 
of age) to assist in caring for the 
babies during the worship 
hours. If you are interested, please contact Sis, Kathy 
Chamberlain for more details. Watch for our grand re
-opening in the new facility in the coming weeks.  

 

H ave you moved, 

changed your 

phone number(s), or 

personal status (e.g. 

marriage, divorce, new 

child)? Information Up-

date Cards are available in the vestibule. Be sure to 

also list your current E-mail address and give the 

completed cards to an usher or turn them in to the 

Church Office 

 

F ree CD’s - You can 

get a free audio 

compact disc of the 

Sunday service on re-

quest. DVD recordings are $10 each. 

T he UBC Nursery is 

located downstairs 

in the Fellowship Hall 

and accepts children in 

ages from infant to five years old. 

 

S 
wissvale Bor-

ough does not 

accept Styrofoam 

for recycling. Please 

do not put your coffee cups or plates 

in the blue recycle bins. Thank you.  

 

S unday Morning 

Fellowship - We 
invite you to join us 
on Sunday mornings 

from 9:15 - 9:45 A.M. for fellowship, 
coffee, tea, juice, and a bite to eat. 

 

A ll announcements 

should be submitted 

one week in advance. An-

nouncement forms are 

available in the Distribu-

tion Center in the vestibule. The form is also available 

on the church website (www.unionbaptistpgh.org). 

Place completed forms in the slot marked “Bulletin 

Clerk.” You may also leave voice mail at 412-271-3900 

or send an E-mail to info@unionbaptistpgh.org. 



L ine dancing is fun and is 

for everyone. If you’re in a 

rut or want a different chal-

lenge, join us every Saturday 

morning except the second 

Saturday of each month at 9:00 A.M. Classes are 

offered though Union’s Health Ministry and are 

free of charge. (Rom 12:1, MSG) 

 

T he Discipleship Ministry 
provides additional op-

portunities for you to serve. 
Presently, we need Church 
School and Children’s 
Church teachers for grade 
levels pre-school through 
12th grade (Ages 3-5, 6-8, 9
-12, and 13 and up). Curriculum, supplies 
and crafts are furnished as necessary. 
There is only a once a month commitment. 
For additional information or to volunteer, 
please contact Min. Julie Motley-Williams 

by E-mail at jmotley2008@gmail.com or call 
the Church Office (412-271-3900).  

 

T he Daughters of The 

King Ministry for 

women ages 18 and older 

meets on the second and 

third Thursdays of the 

month at 6:30 P.M. We 

are currently studying 

“Forgiveness.” For more 

information about the 

Daughters of the King, please contact Min. 

Ella Scales at 330-962-5792 or by E-mail at 

ella.scales@unionbaptistpgh.org 

 

T he Annual 

Church School 

Picnic will be held 

on Saturday, July 

15, 2017, at the 

Waldameer Park and Water World in 

Erie, PA. More information to come. 

Ministry of Music ........................................................................ Sis. Maria Atkinson (Soloist) 
  
The Word of God ............................................................................... Rev. Dr. Michael Friday 
  
Invitation to Discipleship* 
   
Closing Remarks 
  
Benediction* 
  
If you would like individual prayer, our Deacon Ministry is available to pray with you 
after the service 
  
Join us downstairs in the Walter L. Shaw Fellowship Hall  for a  light repast 
 
 
 vPlease take this opportunity to silence your mobile phones and to prepare yourself 
for worship. 
* The congregation is asked to please stand where indicated 



T he Union Baptist Church of Swissvale was orga-
nized on Friday, April 30, 1920, in a storefront 

at 2100 Monongahela Avenue in Swissvale, Pennsyl-
vania, by the late Reverend S. R. Tribbett and twelve 
dedicated Christian men and women who felt the 
need for a place to worship in Swissvale. 
 
The twelve charter members were: Mazie Carey, 
Deacon Davis, James T. Evans, Ella E. Mise, Thomas A. 
Mise, Pleasant Murphy, Mrs. Ward, Olivia Ward, Eliza 
Wright, and Virgil Wright. 
 
Reverend Tribbett served as pastor for just four 
months. Reverend L. B. Banks was then called to Un-
ion. During his administration the membership in-
creased and the church moved to a garage owned by 
the Croppe Family and located at the rear of 7405 
Washington Street in Swissvale. Reverend Banks re-
signed in May of 1923 and the church was then led 
by Reverend A. J. Green until 1925. 
  
In 1926, Reverend Walter L. Shaw, 
Sr. was chosen to lead the church as 
pastor. The membership increased 
and the people had a mind to do 
God’s work under his leadership. 
“Follow me” was his motto, and he 
led the way both spiritually and fi-
nancially. 
  
In 1930, the church purchased a lot at 5 Arthur 
Street, and Reverend Shaw turned the first spade of 
earth in the ground-breaking ceremony. Worship 
services were held in the basement of the church 
until 1941 when the sanctuary was completed.  
  

The church mortgage was paid and ceremoniously 

burned under his leadership. In August 1953, Rever-

end Shaw resigned following nearly twenty-eight 

years of dedicated service.  

 

Reverend Herbert Wilkerson took 

charge as pastor on September 5, 1954. 

Under his leadership, Union was char-

tered under the Non-Profit Corporation 

Laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-

vania.  

 

A Building Fund chaired by the late Deacon Archie 

Creighton and the late Marcus Jackson was estab-

lished in 1961 and led to the eventual purchase of 

the present property on the corner of Agnes Street 

and Collingwood Avenue. Union celebrated its 53rd 

anniversary with a ground-breaking ceremony. The 

following year on Sunday, February 24, 1974, the 

congregation held a farewell service at “The Old 

Homestead” and marched to 2117 Collingwood Ave-

nue for the first worship service to be held in the new 

church building. 

 

On Sunday, February 13, 1977, Reverend Wilkerson 

surrendered his office as pastor and left the church 

with instructions and guidelines relative to selecting a 

new pastor.  After Reverend Wilkerson’s departure, 

the late Associate Pastor Reverend John Tisdale 

served as interim pastor. A Pulpit Committee was 

formed and began the search for a new pastor. With-

in six months, the Reverend Edmond D. Davis an-

swered the call. 

 

Under his pastorate, Union continued 

to grow. A committee was appointed 

to formulate a set of bylaws to govern 

the church. The bylaws were adopted 

in November of 1980. Reverend Davis 

Our Story 

I f you need a 
ride to church on 

Sunday, call the 
Transportation 
Ministry voicemail 
at 412-271-4805 (No later than 6:00 P.M. 
on Saturday evening.) and leave your 
pickup information and telephone num-
ber. Please note that the driver is only au-
thorized to drop you off at the same place 
where you were picked up. No exceptions, 
please. 

 

D r. Friday has written a paper 
addressing ordination of minis-

ters and the community. If you 
would like to read this document, 
please contact the Church Office or 

send an E-mail to info@unionbaptistpgh.org to 

request a copy. 

 

W hether you're 

still planning 

your retirement or 

you're ready to make 

the transition, there's 

much you can do to ensure a healthy retirement. 

Start by learning what to expect as you get older, 

such as changes in muscle mass, sex drive, vision 

and cardiovascular health. After all, your dreams for 

a healthy retirement likely depend on good health. 

Then consider ways to maintain a healthy retire-

ment. Focus on reducing your risk of falls, staying 

safe behind the wheel and improving your memory. 

Another important aspect of healthy retirement is 

long-term care. Consider your options now — as 

well as how to pay for it — to help prevent hasty 

decisions later. Read more about healthy aging at 

the Health Tip source: www.mayoclinic.org 

 

  

 

S ee Deacon Bertha 
Pollard to sign up 

for the Annual High-
mark Walk For A 
Healthy Community on 
Saturday, May 13, 
2017, and help support the Greater 
Pittsburgh Community Food Bank and our 
food pantry. Please Note: You do not 
have to walk to contribute! 



R emember to whisper a prayer for those who are sick, 

those who are shut in, those who are bound, broken-

hearted, or in prison. Those who are bereaved, and those who 

are lost . . . “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 

availeth much,” - James 5:16 

Our Hospitalized and Shut In Members 
 

Bro. Karl Armbruster ............................................................ Forest Hills 

Sis. Belinda Blue ..................................................................... Braddock 

Sis. Juanita Conners ..................................................... North Braddock 

Bro. Lawrence Conners ................................................ North Braddock 

Bro. John Greene ................................................................... Penn Hills 

Sis. Mary Annette Heath ...................................................... Homestead 

Sis. Edna Jackson ............................................................... Wilkinsburg 

Sis. Lillie Owens .......................................... Manor Care Nursing Home 

Bro. Walter L. Shaw, Jr. ......................................................... Swissvale 

Sis. Dorothy White .................................................................. Braddock 

Min. Henrietta White ............................................................... Pittsburgh 

Sis. Olabrice Wilkerson .................................................North Versailles 

Sis. Gwen Armbruster 

Pastor McClelland Bernard 

Sis. Judith “Judy” Brown 

Sis. Deloris Buefort 

Sis. LaVerne Chambers-Stotts 

Sis. Dorothy Dixon 

Sis. Marvine Garrett 

Sis. Mary Ann Jackson 

Sis. Kate Lawson 

Sis. Michelle McCord 

Sis. Audrey Nesby 

Bro. Clement “Pooh” Payne, Jr. 

Darin Poindexter 

Sis. Bobbie Ragin 

Sis. Danice Russell 

Sis. Kathy Schley 

Sis. Virginia Thomas 

Deacon Rubell A. Thompson 

Prayer List 

*Indicates new addition or change 

resigned in February 1982. The Board of Deacons 

under Chairman Willie Wilkins led the church while 

it searched for a new pastor. One year later, Rever-

end Maurice Doss from the Cornerstone Baptist 

Church in East Liberty was installed as pastor in 

February 1983. 

 

Under his leadership, Union 

continued to grow and a num-

ber of auxiliaries and ministries 

were started. Almost exactly 

thirty years from today’s date 

on April 26, 1987, Union’s 67th anniversary, the 

church was able to hold a mortgage burning cere-

mony twelve years ahead of schedule. Ten minis-

ters and 15 new deacons were ordained. The Sun-

day School was reorganized in 1995 to address a 

broader number of topics and the increasing spir-

itual needs of the congregation. It was renamed 

Church School to reflect its expanded role. 

 

In response to family issues and the general needs 

of the community, UBC had operated various out-

reach programs dating back to 1997. In 2003, the 

church formally incorporated a nonprofit agency, 

Reach Up, Inc., with a mission to empower families, 

youth, and communities in pursuit of a better quali-

ty of life through Christ-centered holistic services 

and resources. 

 

Reverend Robert W. Tedder succeeded Reach Up’s 

first executive director, the Reverend Rick Mont-

gomery, in 2004. Under his leadership, Reach Up’s 

capacity to serve was expanded through restructur-

ing and strategic planning to encompass a number 

of programs . 

 

In response to the continued church population 

growth, the congregation formed a Site Committee 

chaired by Trustee Douglas Adams. Its mission was 

to look for land to build a new church more capable 

of supporting our expanding roles. Eventually, God 

led us to 901 Brinton Road, a plot of land straddling 

the border between Edgewood and Wilkinsburg 

boroughs. To finance the building of the new facili-

ty, Union Baptist engaged in a Spiritual Journey to 

raise the needed funds. As a result, we were able to 

pay off the land mortgage in early 2008. 

 

On February 25, 2008 Reverend Doss suffered a 

double aneurism that left him incapacitated for an 

extended period. In the meantime, Reverend Ted-

der was selected to lead Union as Interim Pastor 

while Reverend Doss recuperated. On Sunday, No-

vember 16, 2008, Reverend Doss returned to deliv-

er his first sermon since his illness. The member-

ship was shocked and saddened when near the end 

of his sermon, Reverend Doss tendered his resigna-

tion as pastor.  After a valiant, protracted struggle 

against his ill health, Reverend Doss was called 

home to be with the Father on November 7, 2009.  

 

On March 29, 2009, Robert 

W. Tedder was installed as 

the new pastor of the Union 

Baptist Church of Swissvale. 

June S. Hicks was chosen to 

fill the vacated Reach Up, Inc. 

Executive Director position. 

 

Since his installation, Reverend Tedder has orches-

trated a revision of the church’s organizational 

structure to carry out his vision for Union and has 

focused on leadership development and ministry 



implementation. He instituted a Ministers-in-

Training Institute, and as a result, Union licensed 

three associate ministers in 2010: In addition, five 

other ministers were ordained.  

 

A Leadership Development Program was also creat-

ed to prepare men and women for the offices of 

Deacon, Trustee, and Christian Educator.  

 

Rev. Tedder restored the Evangelism Ministry posi-

tion and expanded the ministry staff to include Min-

isters of Assimilation, Lay Mobilization, Worship, 

Outreach, Social Justice, and Urban Ministry. As part 

of his vision for a more efficient and effective minis-

try, four administrative positons were created: Pro-

ject Manager, Special Events Coordinator, Fellow-

ship Coordinator, and Fundraising Coordinator. Poli-

cies and procedures continued to be developed to 

provide for clearer church governance. Job descrip-

tions were created for all paid and key volunteer 

positions. First Lady Michele Tedder was identified 

as the Director of Leadership and Ministry Develop-

ment in 2012 to engage, equip, and empower Un-

ion’s leaders in carrying out the mission of the 

church through ongoing training. 

 

Several new ministries were developed and imple-

mented under Reverend Tedder’s pastorate includ-

ing the Men’s Fraternity, SHOUT women’s support 

ministry, Daughters of the King small group for 

young women and seasoned mentors, CHANGE 

young adult ministry, and Faith Friends assimilation 

ministry for converts and newcomers to Union Bap-

tist Church.  

 

While pastoring Union Baptist Church, he led a col-

laboration to build a multi-purpose center across 

the street from our current edifice that 

will be used by Union Baptist Church as 

well as the Greater Swissvale Commu-

nity as part of our vision for expansion. 

Reverend Tedder resigned in March 

2017. and in April 2017, The Rev. Dr. 

Michael P. Friday was elected to the position of In-

terim Senior Pastor of the Union Baptist Church of 

Swissvale. 

 

Throughout the recent periods of transition, we 

remain encouraged that God continues to add to 

the church and people continue to grow spiritually. 

The new impetus to Spiritual Journey attests that 

we remain committed to “building a church to build 

a building” so that we will be even better equipped 

to “Heal Lives, Inspire Hope, and Glorify God.” 

 

“Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for 

the food which endures to everlasting life, which 

the Son of Man will give you, because God the Fa-

ther has set His seal on Him.” - John 6:27 NKJV 

Procession (“It’s So Sweet To Trust in Jesus”) .............................. Rev. Henry Sowell, Soloist 
 

Introduction of Mistress of Ceremonies .................................................. Min. Les A. Scales 
 

Mistress of Ceremonies ........................................................................... Min. Ella C. Scales 
 

Invocation ......................................................................................... Deacon Robert Russell 
 

Solo ............................................................................................................ Sis. Sherry Malloy 
 

Blessing of the Food ........................................................................ Rev. Dr. Michael Friday 
 

Dinner 
 

Duet .....................................................................Sis. Lorraine Phillips and Sis. Loretta Reed 
 

Poetry Reading.......................................................................................... Sis. Audrey Nesby 
 

Reflections ............................................................................................... Bro. Brian O’Steen 

Deacon Rubell A. Thompson 
 

Creative Worship  
 

Poetry Reading.......................................................................................... Sis. Audrey Nesby 
 

Reflections ............................................................................................. Sis. Yardley Bentley 

Bro. Samuel Lawrence 
 

Musical Selections ............................................................................... UBC Combined Choir 
 

Remarks ...................................................................................................... Sis. Danel Payne 
 

Closing Prayer .................................................................................. Rev. Dr. Michael Friday 

97th Church Anniversary Banquet Order of Service 

Saturday, April 29, 2017, 4:30 P.M. 

Heritage Celebrations Center  2500 Clyde Avenue  North Versailles, PA 


